
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

– Shawnee Town 1929 Museum – 
Life on a Truck Farm 

Lesson Plan Grades K - 5 
 
 
 
 

 
The “Life on a Truck Farm” program focuses on the farmstead exhibits 

with hands-on activities and opportunities to compare, contrast, and 
familiarize students with family life on a 1920s truck farm.  

This program is designed for grade school ages, but can accommodate 
older students by request.  

 
Lessons are designed to meet Kansas and Missouri  

Social Studies standards. 
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Curriculum Correlations  
Using the hands-on lessons, key themes for the relating grade will be emphasized. Interpreters’ 
remarks and illustrations may change depending on the grade visiting to help emphasize 
identified benchmarks. If there are specific lessons the teachers want to make sure is covered, 
please communicate with museum staff ahead of the trip. Teachers are encouraged to build off 
the field trip content and references to cement the desired concepts before and after their trip, 
including using the Traveling Trunk lesson plans and artifacts.  
 
KANSAS –  
Grade Focus Applicable Focus Standards 
Kindergarten –  
Sense of Self 

Choices have Consequences 
1.1 The student will recognize and evaluate significant choices and 

consequences that have impacted our lives and futures. 
1.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 

choices and consequences 
 

First Grade –  
Families 
 

Rights and responsibilities 
Previously taught standards, and -  
2.1 The student will recognize and evaluate the rights and 

responsibilities of people living in societies. 
2.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 

rights and responsibilities. 
 

Second Grade –  
Then and Now  
(Past and Present) 
 

Continuity and Change 
Previously taught standards, and -  
4.1 The student will recognize and evaluate continuity and change 

over time. 
4.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 

continuity and change. 
4.3 The student will investigate and connect continuity and change 

to a contemporary issue. 
 

Third Grade –  
Communities  
(Local History) 
 

Identities, beliefs, and practices 
Previously taught standards, and -  
3.1 The student will recognize and evaluate how societies are shaped 

by the identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups. 
3.2 The student will analyze context and draw conclusions of how 

societies are shaped by the identities, beliefs, and practices of 
individuals and groups. 

3.3 The student will investigate and connect how societies are 
shaped by the identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and 
groups with contemporary issues. 
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Fourth Grade- 
Kansas and Regions of 
the United States 
 

Dynamic Relationships 
Previously taught standards, and -  
5.1 The student will recognize and evaluate dynamic relationships 

that impact lives in communities, states, and nations. 
5.3 The student will investigate and connect dynamic relationships 

to contemporary issues. 
 

Fifth Grade –  
United States History 
 

All of the Above 

 
MISSOURI –  
 
Standard 3: Knowledge of continuity and change in the history of Missouri and the United States 
Standard 4: Knowledge of economic concepts and principles 
Standard 5: Knowledge of major elements of geographical study and analysis and their 
relationship to changes in society and the environment 
Standard 6: Knowledge of relationships of the individual and groups to institutions and cultural 
traditions 
Standard 7: Knowledge of the use of tools of social science inquiry 
 
Grade Applicable Focus Standards 
Kindergarten  
 

3b. Compare your family’s life in the past and present. 
5a. Identify maps as representations of real places. With assistance, 

read, construct, and use maps of familiar places such as the 
classroom, the home, the bedroom etc. 

7a. Use artifacts to share information on social studies’ topics. 
 

First Grade 
 

3b. Compare and contrast our community in the past and the present. 
5a. Identify globes as representations of real places.  
5b. Locate a place by pointing it out on a map and by describing its 

relative location. 
5c. Identify physical characteristics of your community. Describe 

human characteristics of your community. 
6d. Describe how your community commemorates its cultural 

heritage. 
7a. Identify and analyze primary and secondary social studies’ 

sources in classroom discussion with guidance and support from 
an adult. Identify and use artifacts to share information on social 
studies’ topics. 
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Second Grade  
 

3a. Compare the culture and people in our community across 
multiple time periods. 

5b. Name and locate the regions in your community. 
5e. Describe different types of communication and transportation 

and identify their advantages and disadvantages. Describe how 
transportation and communication systems have facilitated the 
movement of people, products, and ideas. 

5g. Explain how geography affects the way people live today. 
7a. Describe and analyze primary and secondary social studies’ 

sources in classroom discussion with guidance and support. 
Select and use artifacts to share information on social studies’ 
topics. 

 
Third Grade  
 

3b. Examine cultural interactions and conflicts among Native 
Americans, European immigrants and enslaved and free African-
Americans in Missouri. Examine changing cultural interactions 
and conflicts among Missourians after the Civil War. 

3c. Identify and describe the historical significance of the 
individuals from Missouri who have made contributions to our 
state and nation. 

4d. Explain factors, past and present, that influence changes in our 
state’s economy. 

5e. Describe how changes in communication and transportation 
technologies affect people’s lives. 

7a. Select and analyze primary and secondary social studies’ sources 
to determine importance with guidance and support. Create and 
use artifacts to share information on social studies’ topics. 

 
Fourth Grade 
 

4d. Explain factors, past and present, that influence changes in state 
and regional economies. 

5d. Analyze how people are affected by, depend on, adapt to and 
change their physical environments in the past and in the present.   

5e. Analyze how changes in communication and transportation 
technologies affect people’s lives. 

6d. Analyze the preservation of cultural life, celebrations, traditions, 
and commemorations over time. 

7a. Select, analyze, and evaluate primary and secondary social 
studies’ sources with guidance and support. Analyze and use 
artifacts to share information on social studies’ topics. 
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Fifth Grade  
 

3a. Describe the impact of migration on immigrants and the United 
States c. 1800-2000. 

4a. Explain how scarcity, supply and demand, opportunity costs, 
income, labor, wages and other economic concepts affect our 
nation’s past, present and future. 

4d. Explain factors, past and present, that influence changes in our 
nation’s economy. Use an economic lens to describe the impact 
of migration on the immigrants and the United States c. 1800-
2000. 

5d. Evaluate how people are affected by, depend on, adapt to and 
change their physical environments in the past and in the present.   

5e. Evaluate how changes in communication and transportation 
technologies affect people’s lives. 

6a. Compare cultural characteristics across historical time periods in 
the U.S. post c.1800. Describe the cultural impact of migration 
on the immigrants and the United States c. 1800-2000. 

6d. Analyze the preservation of cultural life, celebrations, traditions, 
and commemorations over time. 

7a. Identify, select, analyze, and evaluate resources to create a 
product of social science inquiry. Evaluate and use artifacts to 
share information on social studies' topics. 

 
 
 
Student Learning Objectives  

• Students will learn about Shawnee’s history and small town community life in the 1920s 
by engaging with hands-on chores, games, and artifacts. 

• Students will compare and contrast their own culture, lives, and families with those living 
and working in the 1920s. 

• Students will learn the role children have in contributing to the farm’s productivity and 
well-being. They will learn the value of community.  

• Students will demonstrate math skills by weighing, counting, and sorting vegetables for 
market.  

• Students will identify and explain the parts of a plant, the needs of a plant to survive and 
grow, and different types of plants and seeds. 
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Program Specifics: 
The program will last approximately 90 minutes. There will be a brief welcome and introduction 
at the Visitor Center while chaperones pay and the students make final trips to the rest rooms. 
The students will then spend 20 minutes at each of the four stations listed below.  
 
Stations 

Farmhouse – Students will compare and contrast the daily home life of a 1920s farm 
family with life today. Tour includes the kitchen, living room, and bedroom. Depending 
on the age, activities include interacting with kitchen technology, reading census records 
and viewing original photographs, looking for artifacts, and playing the historic record 
player. Content may include life then and now, immigration, foodways, technology, arts 
and entertainment, religion, responsibilities, and family/community.  
 
Farm Chores – Students will do have the opportunity to handwash laundry using a 
scrubboard and historic ringer machine, followed by hanging it on a line to dry. They will 
then discuss the care and importance of farm animals at our chicken coop. Kids will have 
the opportunity to feed the roosters and hens, and explore the coop. Depending on the 
season and year, there may be baby chicks in the brooder house as well. Topics may 
include responsibilities, technology, life and now, nature, business, jobs, and community.  
 
Gardening – Students will explore the truck garden areas and learn about the life of a 
farmer and the science of agriculture. They will learn the biology of a plant and the 
growing process, as well as the part weather and seasons play in gardening and in a farm 
family’s economy. Students may participate in garden activities including planting seeds 
in the garden, plowing or weeding rows, mowing the lawn, or harvesting produce, 
depending on the time of year and weather conditions.  
 
Market Shed – Students will learn about the important of the public market and supply-
and-demand for farmers. Depending on the season, they may weigh and sort produce, lift 
hay bales, explore and analyze the artifacts, view original photographs, and explore the 
1929 Ford truck. Topics may include the economy, agriculture, technology, community, 
science, and transportation.  

 
 

Following the program, teachers can lead students to self-guide in the remaining exhibit areas. 
Teachers can use our 360 Virtual Tour to explore the exhibits ahead of their visit and find talking 
points to highlight while leading their groups. Teachers can also download our optional 
SCAVENGER HUNT ACTIVITY to print and bring for the students to use.  
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Pre-Visit Activity Suggestions  

• We highly encourage teachers to utilitze our Traveling Trunk program to expand on your 
field trip lessons. The History Detectives and the Immigration themes both include 
numerous artifacts and activities that provide a deeper dive into the curriculum themes 
needed for your grade level. https://www.shawneetown.org/education/traveling_trunks   

• Introduce visual observation skills. Let students describe in detail ordinary objects, such 
as a paintbrush, clothespin, or comb to their classmates. Let them describe the purpose 
behind an object, and what a room tells them about the people who use it.  

• Introduce vocabulary words and concepts that will be used by Shawnee Town’s 
Interpreters during the tour, such as harvest, washboard, or farmers market. 

• Explore Shawnee Town 1929’s website and award-winning 360 Virtual Tour with the 
students to see pictures, ride in a 1920s car, go inside the chicken coop and baby brooder 
house, and explore history ahead of their visit 

• MUSEUM MANNERS: Prepare your students and parents to practice good museum 
manners! Since COVID, students have excess energy and often no awareness of behavior 
in public spaces. Teachers should go over museum manners and safety multiple times 
ahead of the field trip. Teachers that feel they cannot keep control of the students with the 
chaperones they have are advised to skip self-guiding areas. Schools are responsible for 
any damage to the exhibits. 
 

 
Post-Visit Activity Suggestion 

• Provide time for students to share general observations and reactions to field trip 
experiences, illustrate their favorite activity, compare their life today to how kids 
lived100 years ago, and how this compares with their own family’s experiences and jobs. 
What job would they want in 1929? 

• Have the students plan out their own truck garden, and plants or animals they would 
focus on cultivating.  

• Discuss immigration and what traditions different families practice today.  
 
 

For more information: 
Web: ShawneeTown.org 
Phone: 913.248.2360 
Address: 11501 W. 57th St, Shawnee, KS, 66203 

https://www.shawneetown.org/education/traveling_trunks
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